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E. O. 11652: N/J 

TAGS: PFOR, MILI, KE , IR 

SUBJECT: KENYAN VIEWS ON NAVAL PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN 

1. DURING JUNE 26 CALL AT FOREIGN MINISTRY BY CHARGE' AND 
RADM HANKS ( COMIDEASTFOR), PERMSEC MLAMBA EXPRESSED CONCERN 
OVER SOVIET NAVAL BUILDUP IN INDIAN OCEAN AND ASKED WHETHER 
IRANIAN NAVY LIKELY TO BECOME SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO BE A 
BALANCING FORCE IN AREA. HANKS RESPONDED THAT IT MIGHT EVENTUALLY 
BECOME SO, AS IRAN AND INDIA ONLY LITTORAL STATES WITH SIGNIFICANT 
NAVAL POTENTIAL. MLAMBA NOTED THAT IRANIAN NAVAL VESSEL WHICH 
NOW UNDERGOING REFITTING IN SIMONSTOWN SOUTH AFRICA SCHEDULED 
TO CALL AT MOMBASA ON RETURN VOYAGE. THIS WILL BE FIRST VISIT 

TO KENYA BY IRANIAN NAVY. 

2. WHEN RADM. HANKS POINTED OUT THAT, UNLIKE SOVIETS, HIS COMMAND 
HAD NOT GROWN IN TWENTY YEARS SINCE ITS ESTABLISHMENT, MLAMBA 
STATED HE FAVORED CONTINUING AMERICAN NAVAL PRESENCE IN INDIAN 
OCEAN AS OFFSET TO SOVIET PRESENCE. PERMSEC ADDED THAT U. S. 

NAVAL VESSELS ARE WELCOME IN MOMBASA. 
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